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Radioc and began plans to pro-
duce their own television sets.
The company became Farnsworth
Television and Radio Corpora-
tion, based in Ft. Wayne, In-
diana. In 1948 the sets came
off the line, but proved an
immediate failure. By 1949

the company was bought out

by ITT, and Farnsworth became
President of the Farnsworth
Research Division. He remained
with ITT until his retirement
in 1967, and on March 11, 1971
he died in Salt Lake City.

Farnsworth was one of an
almost extinct breed. In an
age of corporate research and
large budgets, he was the ro-
mantic maverick inventor work-
ing by his own wits, with in-
dependent financing and limited
budgets. It's saddening that
he never escaped relative ob-
gcurity. Only with the coming
of the 50th anniversary of his
1928 demonstration, has some
recognition been given Farns-
worth. Ceremonies in late
1978 included one at Foothill
College in Los Altos, which
featured a re-creation of the
original setup and demonstra-
tion. In addition, a plague
was placed on the building at
202 Green Street, where Farns-
worth helped give birth to
modern television, more than
50 years ago.
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The preceeding is based
largely on the book by George
Everson, titled The Story of
Television: The Life of Philo
T. Farnsworth, (NY, Norton,
1949), as quoted in Erik Bar-
nouw's The Golden Web, (NY,
oxford University Press, 1968).
Also a magazine article, "Tom
Swift in San Francisco," by
James Minton (November, 1972,
San Francisco Magazine).
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